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April 2, 1964

Caset Meeting with imerican family ELUCK,

A Fofweyian seaman sho was in ODE3SA on April 2, 1964, had
difficulty in finat.:g the city's larcest hotel, while ks was
search he was upproachod on the street by sn imerican-speaking

woman, MULLIZ 1:LOCK, who offered her assistance. 3he was with her
husband and duushter and told him thut they wore American citizens

who had lived, azung othey Places, in Bronx, “ew York, but had been
living In Udessa for the paat four yoars, :

The following dercribes the occasion in greater detail:

The source was i the lnierclub (seamen's club) in Odessa
where lie tried to buy huseiun caviar. He was rcferred to the
hotel Odessa, A hostess ut Lhe club said that there were two
hotels by that name in the city., He waa to go the the largev},
and she explained to him how to get there,

The source tried to find the hotel but got lost. Twice he
asked Husdians but wuc not understood. The laat time was on. the
“boulevard." 3uddenly a woman's voice called out in inglish from
the other side of un adjoining street, vhereupon she came over to
the source follownd by a man and a young girl. In fluent hmorican

. she asked the nource 4f he wyre knglish and said that her husband -
and daughter were American and living in Udessa. Without any par-

" ticular cause both she and her husband complained loudly about con=
ditions in Odessa without any eunsidersiicn for passers=by. The R
Russians to whom the sourqu tad addressed himself stood around a bit .-
‘before they went further, otherwise there did not appeer to be anyone

- who notiged the meeting partisularly. The source explained that he .
was on his way to the hotel udessa and invited the family to accompany
bim. They refussd at {ira% because they were not dressod well snoush,-
they had coms £rim work, had just picked up their daughter and wers.
on thelr vway heas, Vhen the source insistod, they allowed themoelvss.
to be purmuadad, Ihore were no formal introductions, but during the

e conversation it cams out thet the family wus called ELUCK and the

PUEEE PO wife's first name wu: MOLLIL, .

S Hotel C“ensa was logutad in the vicinity in a side streat which
‘ le@-off frum the boulevard, At the entronce to the restuarcnt they

- wapa“stopped by & walbreen uhio protested in wussian, After some cone-
yorgation betwien ollie ani the waitress they were ullowed to enter.
Kollie sald the waitreas hal thourht the daurhter was ‘too young but
hud yiven in becwise hhe duuvhter was in the company of hap parents, 1

i A ,’m" _,»(,[4
The yuests in the rertaurent were larraly comprised of oflicers
and soms oiviliane lnaluding 'ég"cﬁ'"\"“ women who, Judging fiom thelp
Enctw 1610c0A) 17 905~ '
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.. Ainterrupted by Mollie as a rule, Spoke definitely American but [:1.LT O
~ . sdonally found it difficult to find certain words., He .ore an old .
- sixpence cap, a faded scarf and an old worn cout of grey and dark prYey :

- : ehg w28 11 years old. Comparatively tall and slender., Black hoiz,
- Large dark eyes, fine features with a slishtly crooked mxmm and -

e no real femily likeness Letween her andeither of the parents, Very .
" ohildish, 3poke only Russian and kupt to Mollle the: whole time,
"+ Wore 8 dark burgundy-coloured coat, - _ :

. had mostly lived in the fronx, New York, but also for a time i :Jun

. viss L3 the Jovist Union, hrhen the source doubted Lhut they sould 44411

~  SECRET

-2

_—~

telavior, were prostitutes. iveryme was nicely €ressed, cansidering
that ft wis cussia, 30 the Zli-k faxily's reservetions seezmd L have
hid & basis, & waitr:ss showed the source and nis PArty 0 & tabdle,
10 the asar-aant of the slock fazily &3 well &8 the source, the - .
waitress spoke uncerstandcble inglish, .rinks wers ordered ard the.

source tud his puests sat in the restaur:at for sbout 5 hours, As .
thoy cid earlier on the boulevard, the couple. spoke. freely and wiwhout
taslag care that the conversution «28 not overheard by others. At -
the closest table sat two prostitu.es who were entertained by seversl

different officers. It did not appear that they wers intarvsted n
the source's party, o

The source guessed MLLIE F102K'S age to be about 45, Jmall wnd.
plusp. Zocpletoly bLlack, slishtly curly hair which hid her oars, lapk
(bpown-tlackl) eyes. iroad nose. she was on the whole Quits nlumsily
built with short fat lizbs and quite wizttractive. iaurce felt tLhat.
she xight be & Jewess with soms slavic backrround., Jhe appesred lutelli-
gent, cuick and effective, hectic, vory egocentric and somewhat domine
ating. Jhe was unusuelly telkative but a poor listener. Jhe ajoke
perfect imerican and, as for as the source was nble to Judge, with
& New York accent, and possessed the quick humor which is typical in
Bew York. 3he was dre:sed in a tailored coat of a greenish colour, -

worn dress of poor quality, thick woolen stockings, flat and worm =
shoes, ‘

¥r. BIOCK (iiis first name was not mentioned) might ba betwaen
LO-45. About 183 cm tall, slender, blond hair, Colour of eyes not -
noticed. .ight be of Baltic descent. Appeared to be passive and not -
particul:rly intellicent. He spoke little - possibly because ha was

berring bono patiern which pe did not remove in the restaurant,

The deughter's first name seemed to be TINA. Accordirg te “allde

somevhat sharp nose, GShe appeared pretty, but the source could find

¥ollie said thut the whole family was born in the U.3.A, and

Yransisco, About L yesrs ago they had moved to the Joviet Uniu;i and
lived in Ocdasas, They were still smerican citizens. The wourca axe
pressed nis aitonishment at the faoct that thie wus ponaibls, nng !
¥ollie peluctantly told th:t hr. nlock had been & membar of tha fops
bidden smepionn Communist Farty and that they had thorefora puttan a

e Axarican oltisens, Fos{lie satd that thelr pasaports ware in homoow

6 fset which anyone could estavlish by referring to the iterioan’vonmul,
Anarican imbaigy, etap Tejaydovaki .treat 19, Moscow, {.ihe wiute down
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the address ani .zve it to the sxirce,)

B J
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hortly after their arrival in .Cessa they realized th:t this |\ %
¥:3 not when they ad expected. ihey immadistely besan applying to |
Russian authorities for pemission to retum. ine applications had |,
been returned with v.rious comménts, usually that they had to'eo to |
other Russian authorities. iuis had £one on for suversl years without’
glving any results. ihey had aliost resirned themselves, iut if they™
were ever Lo retum to the U.3.A., they would settle quistly down

soxeplace and not tell snyone that they ha: been in the sxixxx soviel -
Wnion,

.

s 17

b

g 4

¥r. Block said that he was a "diesel engineer” and the oconvcrsa- ) {
tixm revealed that nhe knfw a good deal about diesel machinaes, ile did E&
not say where hs worked, but complained that he was sent. from job to
Job without being =ble to concentrate on a special ar-a as he had

done in the U.3.A. As a matter of fact this was an error in all of

the wrking 1ife in the Soviet Union, he szid. 1o one specialized and -
no one cculd do a real job in a particular area. #ir. Elock earned
somathing over 40 rubels per month.

. ¥ollle Block was a teacher at the polytechnical institute in
o : Odessa. She eamed 4O rubels per month, A chief at the poiytechnical
. o institute mxxmix earned 90C rubels per month and had his own homes -
ty the Black Sea, she said bitterly, as an example of the fact that
the class differences were as great in the Joviet uUnion as in the U.3.A.

Both told that they were unpopular among heir colleagues and among
Russisns in general because it was their custom to criticize conditions
-+ 1in the Joviet Union. Had we not been imerican citizens we - would have
.+ .- been sent to Siberia long ago, said MHollie. .Hoth despised Khrushchev,
Conditions wers no better now than under Stalin, they thought, bow there
was corruption in all areas. Mollie said that unly 3-4.+ of the popu~
lation of the Soviet Union were accepted as members of the Comunist
. Party. No one got into the perty without having worked hard to do soj
.7 tut 4f one is the son of a Party esticial (pamplit 1is easier to do so,

In the beginning the language had been & difficulty ( in spite of
the fact that they obviously must have had a knowledgs of ilussian be~ -
-7, fore thelr arrival in the Joviet Union.) "Russian has too many synomyms, '
. Mr. Block kept repeating while they talked about the lanpuuge.

v On the othsr hand they had been fortunate and pot'en & two-room
" spartment for 19 rubels per nonth, It did not come out how, for example,
_ ‘tgo kit chen was equipped, but they considered thomselvaes lucky in
O gomparison to Husslans in comparabla positions, [‘0llis wrote .down.the... -
L eddresas PUHETOM:OY POBREDI 18, APT, J1, OBLJJA = 133, and the sourss o
# wad invited to visit them or to uritc to them,

The ﬁwnmor vacation they had apmt in a 1ittle rusort town in
the vioinity of DATUM, There the food = partioularly fruit and vepes
tables = was much choaper and Letter than in Udessa, .

~re
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" ¥r. Elock cozplained rarticulsrly a'out the food in O:essa. te o
' had difficulties witn Lis dipestion Lecause of the black treai he - . 5
claized, It was not possible o zet white br ad anywhere. exceépt

; . PR )
: in leningrad and. -oscow and there where foreim wurists s:ayed. iie ) 3 {
; hatl potien a physiciarx's certificate saying that he ne:ded white i
! bread, tut to no avail. .here w.3 alia a shortaze of fruits and vege- l .
1 tibles in Udessa except waen they were in season vw. the surrounding ’

B agricultural districts. ‘iransport of such wares from distant places ’

{2 the soviet Lnion did not occur, _ | i

They talked a great deal about the U.3.A., and the'source said - 4
that there was no-doubt thit .0llie was - locally familiar with ivew York,. S
On one occasion the source mentioned the place liechawken in connection '
with New York. -Mollie corrected. him instuntly, saying that .echzwken

was on the ot.her side of the “udaan Hiver end therefore in the eta.u of )
New J.l'”yo :

The daughter sat cuietly the entire tims and stared straircht ahead.-'
Upon boing addressed politely by the source, she giggled childishly,
It is possible that she understood somsthing, but she arswered in
Russien via her mother and said that the source ought to come home
with them and sce her parrott.

[ TN

. Mollle asked several of the people at the hotel :Lf they might get.
caviar for te source, tut with o result..

The source and his puest.s lof the restaurant at elosing time -
(mldnight local time). {n the street iir, block tried to get a taxi
for the source, but could not get one. Afterwards each went in his

- oW di.rection.

-SOURCE 'S COMMENTARYs

. The source was aﬁare the entire time that the mesting nigﬁt have:
- been arranged. However, hef found no real basis ror this,

- ‘Ha was 8180 awarc of soms lesser irregularities during the event,
but these could easily have had a natural explanation. : :

. " The source emphasizes that they asked him for no. favors or asked:

.- him to do nothing except visit them, Ihey showed no curiosity, asked.
1ittle, and "ollie was too ocoupiod with what she herself had on her

heart to listen tnd understand what the source seid, The couple had

no reservations about sicohol and did not. react to the fact. that the

- source drank little and vemimd sober while they graduslly became

- quite snimated,

| SECRET' o 40/-(7723/
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KogOw Cave Trem Asris-

Voa i3 Now Cenea

Specm. 48 Thet 3ee Lxs T
MOECOW, Apal b-6uvar
suthartles Bave refueed cuc
visas to two Unsited Slates a1-
pes who came ts tze Scviel

But whe have bevocie a:is-

finsoned and was: to go hocse
Momis Bhog aAMd L. wes

Molie, two New Yorvers npu-:

in Odessa. say tie poiice

there turned doun heir reguest
for visas a few weeks ago with-
out an explanation.
In making her application,
Mrs. Block pileaded Liat umiess

she were permutied to returnj:

soon she would probadly never

N

.

see her parents apain. She saud| © -

that her father, 8¢ vears old,
was seriously il with a heart
ailment and that her mother.
blind in one eye, was in danger|
of losing her sight altogether,
U.8. Oftieials Hopetul

United States consular offi-
cials have taken up the Blocks
case with the Faoreizn Mintstry,
The officials sald today that
R they were jopeful the coupte
: would get permission to leave.

They confirmed that the
Blocks had valid papers identi-
tying them as American citi-

sens, .
e, In the United States Mr.
. Block was allegged to have been
2% involved in a number of passport.
- viclations for which he might,
- be ted {f he returned.
DN troubles started in 1957
; when he traveled to Communist
China in n:e{,lsnceﬂot a x?uue
- Department ban, He was later
S alleged to have attempted to|
travel abroad- on an altered pass
ort and, on another occaslon,
. have obtained & passport
-, fraudulently.
© - AS Mrs, Block tells their|
story, ti:ney l§tot ihe

dian horder under a falss name,

" st s ;
* MredRsok on & pro
and in which he wi
obttle,

They Were Interned
things soon wert wrong.
In Pohndl whern they ar.
- tived without & vixe, they were
- interned in a soaman's howe,
The Chinese Embansy in War.
0w never acknowledgaed their
;. Viss requests, The Unitod Btates
y tried ta teachh them
E t the Blocka refused to ane
- @wer its telephone cails,
© After about & month and an
8l to the Eoviet Fmhaas
arsaw, the cauple and thefr
omall adopted daughter wem|
t on a Polish Army triek
driven to the Kovie( hurder,
Moaucow, -the Fareign Min.
put thom In & downtown

' E?I. scanrding tn Mrs, Hinck,
Qavernniept pald fnr thay

" toom and thelr meals and aves
I 1) Mm change for incidental
1" S fir Diook wan 10 the Chinsse
. basay and applied fup “pa.

) United -
- crossed the United Btates-Cana.| -

AMERICANS RETURN RUSSIANS' VISIT:
and his wife, left, flank Mr. and Mrs. Viktor
Moncow by air. At right is Ronald McCowan of
Poudneyevs 10 visit McKensies luat Christmas,

Uo.e€ Prons Jatsraational Radicohote
dames C. McKenzie, second from right,
Pozdneyev and daughter after arriving in .
Portsmouth, Ohio, who helped arrange for

and McKeazies to see May Day ic Moscow,

the Uniled States Embassy fur;
ncw passports.

ccsion was made. The cmibassy
issucd & new passport to Mrs,
Block and issued to Mr, Black
a document stating that he was
an American citizen.

police by Mrs. Block.

had been retused.
Last weck they renewed thelr

eled to Moscow and applied to'applications in the
the intervention of the consutate

woilld bring a reversal of the
The embassy had to consull
;Vushlngton. Early 'ast year, ajSoviet decision.

V.8, Expialas Help
v Bpectal to The New York Yimes
WASHINGTON, April 28 —
T e s o oS, S, 8, B
rmed w o - documents, y tha X al
the Blocks applied for Soviet|"long history” of passport dif:/make efforts ta teturn to the
that as a citizen|United States from the Soviet{

cxit visas in Odessa last aume|ticultics, but
mer. There was no answer injhe was entitled to theie help in
%plte of dozens of visits to thejgetting out of the Soviet Union,

His difficuities

na.
In  August, 1058, officials'native” but to assist the Bl

hope that/sald, he traveled ta.the Nether
lands with the same passport

When the Blocks began to

Union, the United States Eme.

mission’ for

clals said, they had “no alter|

after having altered the da‘e of .-
. |expiration. Later in 1838, offi-. .
.|clals continued, he obtatned a*-
- |passport by using the name and «

birth evidence of his brother,§

1
i

wewes s o nra

Amwer Never Came

Then the Rincka rettled down
_ta walt for the anawer—which| l

er came. |
”‘AM ahout & manth; the couef
ple and the Saviet official who
visited them periadically at thelr
fiotel agreed that they could
not go on living at Noviet Gove
ernment expriwe indufinitely,

They decldod to nevept Soviet!
' asylum instend of Chinoso,

amith {0 a New York ahipybrd,
The Soviet offivial suggested
that he go to wurk in Lo mune
eapacity in the port of Odessa,
The offer wan novepled,.
ks were Eivon a_ Lwa.aom
focks were gl o
apartment  and 1,000  rubles
(Fl.\m) L hity turniture, Ottie]
glals saknd thom whether they
wanted (o heouime Moviet nitle
an, Hut Mra, Biack, who was
eginning  to  hnve  ascond
thaughte, Anawersd that thny
waniad ta wait ab least & yoar
halnra deoiding,

Her disappaintment ruw rape
{4iy, My Feliruary of the followe
Ing year, she anid, ahe was
“yary, very unhanpy."

tiea! asyium"” jn Chiar, The
taany, 'mll ime, wumu“
1

. sod aald l‘ lor+
2 warding 1t to Poking, "% "

Kf./

-

Ha Bavume ilieentiniled

it Moriin Hinek was slitl &

'vltmmd Conimunisl, To n loe

oal  howapapur,  wihileh  fnterd

oef filing, Jiw ﬂi'iiiii!iliic'r;“ Al‘u'--‘;f;

Whiitittea fue having “paes

' u:'l‘u.a'o‘\" I'l‘:l‘l"lm ocinred lhnt

tv“ll”“""' wh I the
Job Uil

r, Block had heen a locks

H, B yoaP av on latcr, he
mbo'unmyn dlaantinflad, l’o
¥ ﬂ&m with hia sugortrs at
' the workahup, with jparty offle
slals who mnmumh«l him and

ith sutharitien roapanathie fop

:«mng and fond dinteibution,

- - %

" ¥HB NEW YORK TIM

. WEDNESDAY,

ts

APRIL 2, 10

PR R I I I A R

bassy was instructed to make<e
; ‘every useful effo 4.
Then, a few weeks ago, Mrs nw.lnlm.wm:tmmt% o Rl v
Block was told by the chief of{41 other Americans from an in-(home. Since every citizen s en-
the passport diviston of the|ternational youth festival inititled to diplomatic and cona|
Odessa police that thelr request g.ho‘mw on & tour of Communist/sular protection abroad, offf.}

them to return; .
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